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INFORMATION BOOK 2021
INTRODUCTION

We hope that the information contained in this booklet will assist you in making your child’s time at school both enjoyable and educational.

It is by teachers and parents working together that children develop better attitudes to school and learning.

We look forward to sharing a very enjoyable and exciting time with you as your child progresses, develops and matures at Powlett River Primary School.

SCHOOL INFORMATION

SCHOOL CONTACTS -
PRINCIPAL:





Mr Justin Curry
SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF:



Mrs. Jean McBride 
SCHOOL PHONE:




03 56787240
SCHOOL FAX:




03 56787543
SCHOOL ADDRESS:

9-21 Bent Street (Cnr Daly St) Dalyston 3992
E-MAIL:





powlett.river.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
2021
	
	Start date
	Finish date

	Term 1
	27 January Students start 28 January in government schools
	1 April

	Term 2
	19 April
	25 June

	Term 3
	12 July
	17 September

	Term 4
	4 October
	17 December


* The first day of Term 1 is a student-free day in all government schools to allow for appropriate planning to take place for the arrival of students. Each year government schools are provided with four student-free days for professional development, school planning and administration, curriculum development, and student assessment and reporting purposes. The remaining three student-free days are determined by each individual school, so contact your school for details.
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Bell Times

8.50am  

Students prepare for classes

9.00am 
 
Morning learning

11.00am 

Recess.

11.30pm  

Mid-morning learning

1.00pm  

Lunch

1.45pm

Afternoon learning

3.15pm

School finish
It is most important that children arrive at school on time.  Children arriving late for class tend to disrupt the other children in the grade and also find it difficult to “slot into” the lesson.  Should you be running late, you must sign the sign in/out book in the office foyer. 

PREP DISMISSAL DURING FEBRUARY
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During the month of February, Preparatory (Prep) children will attend school from 9:00am – 3:15pm, four days a week, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday. 
Prep Children will not attend school on Wednesdays during February, as part of their transition program which aims to settle all children into school routines gradually. 

Please note that parents will be asked to book their children in for individual appointment times on Wednesdays in February for Prep Teachers to conduct individual student work.

PARENTS COLLECTING CHILDREN 

After school, local children are supervised at each gate until 3:30pm. 
Make sure your child understands where you will meet him/her each day when school is finished.  It is very important, if the child is to feel secure, that his/her parents meet him/her on time. The Department of Education & Training (DET) recognises that the first few weeks of school can be stressful for very young children, especially during hot weather; therefore some flexibility in school hours and attendance is permitted.

WE SUGGEST THAT PREP CHILDREN BE COLLECTED FROM THE CLASSROOM BY EITHER A PARENT OR A RESPONSIBLE ADULT WHO HAS BEEN AUTHORISED BY THE PARENT DURING THE FIRST WEEKS.
SIGN OUT BOOK – Early leavers

There will be occasions when it will be necessary for pupils to leave school prior to the normal dismissal time.  On these occasions, children must be collected by a parent or guardian or authorised adult.  The time of departure, pupil’s name and adult signature must be recorded in the SIGN OUT BOOK located in the foyer outside the main office. 

INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS FROM OUTSIDE DALYSTON
STUDENTS ARRIVING AND DEPARTING BY BUS 
Many students arrive by bus from Grantville, Corinella, Bass, Kilcunda and other towns outside Dalyston. The buses drop the students at our front door by 8.30am and pick them up from the front door by 4.00pm.
The students who are waiting for the bus are supervised by a teacher in the classroom and they are encouraged to take part in quiet activities such as reading, using the computer, card games, board games etc.
Drivers are instructed not to carry pupils whose behaviour is unsatisfactory until a definite assurance is given that there will be an improvement. In cases of extreme misbehaviour a pupil may be suspended from use of the bus service.
The contact teacher for bus arrangements will be Allan McMahon from the Wonthaggi Secondary College. His contact number is 5671 3700
COMMUNICATION

ABSENCES AND ABSENCE NOTES

If your child is absent, a phone call to the school on the morning of the absence, or a written note of explanation must be brought to the child’s teacher when the child returns. The best place for ill children is home with a carer.  If the child’s absence is going to be lengthy e.g. family holidays, please notify the child’s teacher.

Changes to your child’s routine also need to be communicated to the teacher or office E.g. if your child is not catching the school bus.
PARENT / TEACHER CONTACT

Communication between teacher and parents is a vital part of your child’s development.  It is therefore advisable to discuss any concerns or relevant information about your child with your child’s teacher.  Times to do this vary. 

Informal discussions are welcome, although not during actual class time. By mutual agreement, before school or after school are more convenient times for teachers.  Should you wish a more formal arrangement to occur then please ring the school for an appointment.

Appointments to see the Principal may also be made if the need arises.  Teachers also welcome a chance to discuss programs with parents and while this is usually done formally at the beginning of the year, you may discuss programs with teachers, providing an appointment has been made.

PROBLEMS

If you have any problems concerning your child and/or the school please ask your child’s teacher or the Principal for a suitable time to discuss the problem. Problems only have a tendency to get bigger if you keep them to yourself.

Share your concerns with someone who can help you.
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HEALTH

DENTAL HEALTH SERVICES – VICTORIA

The SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE provides dental treatment and dental health education for school children.  It provides general dental care to children every two years while children identified with a greater need may be seen more often.

General treatment is provided by dental therapists and more complex care is performed by a dentist. Specialist dental care is not provided but referral to dental specialists can be arranged.

All primary school children, concession card holders and their dependants in year levels 7-8 (secondary school children) can use this service. 

SCHOOL NURSING PROGRAM (HUMAN SERVICES)

~ PREP SCREENING

This program will be conducted to assess all Prep children and is undertaken in the first half of the school year.  Confidential forms need to be returned a.s.a.p. to take advantage of this service.  Hearing, speech and vision are assessed and children are referred on to specialists if required.
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LIBRARY

Powlett River P.S. library is resourced by the MARC (Mobile Area Resource Centre) truck. The MARC program provides a full library experience for the students. At Powlett River P.S. we are fortunate to house and have access to the MARC resources.
In  the Library, the children learn about book parts, cover, spine, call numbers, title barcode concepts of the author / illustrator / characters and as well as shelving and borrowing procedures. Work is integrated where possible with classroom themes.
LUNCHES

We support ‘Nude Food’ to reduce rubbish, so send your child’s food in reusable, labelled containers when practical.  Although glass bottles and ring pull (drink and fruit) cans are prohibited in this school.  They are potentially dangerous, so please use plastic containers for drinks and food.
We have children at School who suffer from peanut allergies.  For this reason, we request that children do not bring peanuts, peanut butter or any food containing peanuts to school.

The school has a healthy food policy, and strongly discourages the eating of junk food.  Lollies, (particularly those on sticks), should not be sent to school. The school encourages students to nibble on healthy snacks and drink water during most class activities.
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Fresh tank water is available for drinking and frozen water is excellent for very hot days.  
LUNCH ORDERS

Lunch order day is on Thursday’s. Therefore orders should be placed by Wednesday morning. The order form or envelope (recycled is fine)  should have your child’s name, the food they want how much this costs as well as the amount of money you have enclosed.  
We suggest for the first four weeks, whilst routines are being established, that children in Prep bring a healthy lunch from home.  After that, we would prefer that all items (including snacks for recess and lunch) are written on the bag.

All money sent to school must be carefully sealed in an envelope with details written on the front rather than loose change given to the child (this saves a lot of confusion!) 
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Lunch order procedure:

 Write child’s name, grade, lunch order and amount of money enclosed on a paper bag.  Orders are then placed in the lunch order box outside the grade ¾ classroom. Lunch orders are then brought to the classrooms at 1pm. 

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL

For the health and safety of our pupils all medications that pupils bring to school will be stored centrally at the main office and dispensed from the main office.  A register will be kept of medications dispensed by the office staff.  An Asthma Plan if applicable, must be registered at the beginning of the year.
MONEY
When children need to bring money to school, please place it in a well-sealed envelope (recycled is fine) with the child’s name, class, room number, amount and reason on the outside.  Please ensure that the envelope is securely sealed; some self sealing envelopes tend to work their way open, so some adhesive tape or staples helps to keep the money secure and  always send correct money to school.
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Example:

[image: image11.wmf]NEWSLETTERS
The newsletter is important and contains most of the communication between the school and the parents.  Please read it and should it not arrive home, be sure to ask your child’s teacher for a copy.

Special announcements pertaining to your child’s class are often published in the newsletter, on the school’s Facebook page or website at www.powlett.vic.edu.au.
PHOTOS

During the year, parents are given the opportunity to purchase formal individual and class photos of their children.  Notice of the date and cost of photos will be advised via the school’s newsletter.  

If you do not wish your child to be photographed for publicity and newspaper articles please let the office know, via the General Permission form.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL

ART SMOCK

Each student requires an art smock for classroom work.  An old shirt makes a great art smock and helps to protect clothing.  Children are often involved in messy play and work activities, so please ensure your child has a smock (clearly named) at school at all times.

SCHOOL BAGS

Simple school bags without lots of pockets are best.  Large bags are very heavy when loaded.  Please place a distinctive tag or ribbon to help your child readily identify their bag from many that are similar.  
TISSUES

As we do not supply tissues, each child in the school is asked to supply a box of tissues at the beginning of the year.  These are then made available for children to use throughout the year.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM

All students are expected to attend school wearing the prescribed uniform as outlined in the ‘Student Dress Code’. Students will not be able to attend school excursions if school uniform is not worn.

Girls

· Purple and white checked dress

· Black or grey shorts, skirt, skorts or tracksuit pants

· Leggings only to be worn under a dress or skirt. These are to be black or grey
· School purple polo
· School purple windcheater or hoody
Boys

· Black or grey shorts or tracksuit pants

· School purple polo

· School purple windcheater or hoody

All Students

· Black shoes, e.g. closed toe, appropriate for sport. Students who are unable to tie their own shoe laces are encouraged to wear Velcro shoes until they can.
· Approved Sun Smart hats – dark blue. - These must be worn during Terms 1 and 4.
· Year 6 students may purchase a special Grade 6 windcheater if available
The school has a ‘Sun smart policy’ which requires that all children wear a school sun hat. These hats must be worn Terms 1 and 4. A ‘no hat – no play’ rule will apply.

Make up is not to be worn at school.  Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, and watches are the only acceptable forms of jewellery.

Uniforms may be ordered on the form, however, most items are in stock and available throughout the year and can be taken once paid for.
Some second hand items are available from our school’s Second Hand Uniform Shop.

NAMING OF CLOTHING AND OTHER PROPERTY.

Please name all items of clothing as well as all other property children bring to school, lunch boxes, drink bottles etc. Please ensure that your child can recognise his/her name on these items. Coloured tags on pull on boots often help children to identify their own boots and names in black on the outside rim of hats helps to prevent them being misplaced.
CURRICULUM

THE KEY LEARNING AREAS:

The School’s curriculum is based on Department of Education and Training (DET) guidelines and in accordance with the School Strategic Plan. 

The Key Learning Areas for the AusVELS
	Strand


	Domain

	Physical, Personal & Social Learning      ~
	Health & Physical Education

	                                                                  ~
	Interpersonal Development

	                                                                  ~
	Personal Learning

	                                                                  ~
	Civics and Citizenship

	Discipline-based Learning                        ~
	The Arts

	                                                                  ~
	English

	                                                                  ~
	Languages Other Than English

	                                                                  ~
	Humanities - Economics

                   - Geography

                   - History     

	                                                                  ~
	Mathematics

	                                                                  ~
	Science

	Interdisciplinary Learning                        ~
	Communication

	                                                                  ~
	Design, Creativity & Technology

	                                                                  ~ 
	Information & Communications Technology (ICT)

	                                                                  ~
	Thinking


Preparing for school 
From Term 1 2017, Victorian government and Catholic schools will use the new Victorian Curriculum F-10. Curriculum related information is currently being reviewed and may be subject to change.

For more information on the curriculum, see:
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 - VCAA
Page Content

You can start preparing your child for their transition to school in the year before they start. Talk to your child about school and ask what they think about starting school. 

The year before school

Preparing your child for the start of primary school will help them feel more confident about the changes that are about to happen and what to expect at their new school.

The year before your child starts primary school is a good time to begin to focus on different aspects of school life. Having discussions about school and encouraging your child to become more independent can help them better adjust to the new learning environment.

Things that you can do to help your child prepare include:

· asking your child what they think about starting school

· encouraging your child to ask questions about going to school

· helping your child stay healthy, making sure they have regular health and dental checks and keeping immunisations up-to-date

· encouraging your child to try to do things on their own such as dressing, going to the toilet, washing their hands, unwrapping their food and opening and closing their drink bottle

· talking to friends and other families about what school is like

· attending transition-to-school programs and activities at your child’s early years service and school

· talking to your child’s early childhood/kindergarten/child care educator about things you can do at home to help your child’s learning and development

Over the summer holidays

With school just around the corner, the summer holidays are a good time to prepare for what your child should expect on their first day at school.

Preparing your child for primary school

· Practice the journey to and from school with your child

· Arrange playtimes with other families whose children will be going to the same school as your child – it can help if your child knows another child at their school before they start

· Encourage your child’s independence and self-help skills e.g. dressing, packing school bag going to the toilet, washing their hands, unwrapping their food and closing his/her drink bottle, choosing or making nametags for bags, lunch boxes

· Label all belongings

· Confirm your before and/or after-school care arrangements, and talk about how your child will get there

· Check what time school starts and finishes on the first day and where to take your child

· Be positive about starting school and enjoy your child’s excitement. Talk with your child about school. Ask about the things they are looking forward to when starting school or what might be worrying them

· Visit your local library and read books with your child about starting school

· When talking about school use the teachers name to help your child become familiar

· Establish routines for dinner, bath time and bedtime. Five-year old children need about 11-13 hours sleep each night

· Encourage your child to dress themselves, so they can manage things like taking jumpers on and off

· If buying new clothes and shoes choose those with easy fasteners that your child can manage by themselves

The first day of prep

There are a range of things you can do to help your child have a successful and stress-free first day at school including:

The night before

· Help your child to pack their school bag. Include items the school has recommended.

· let your child know who will take them to school and pick them up on the first day

· check what time school finishes and arrive in plenty of time to collect your child

In the morning

· put sunscreen on your child in the morning

· make sure your child eats a healthy breakfast

· show your child where you will meet them at the end of the school day

· leave home on time allowing time to say goodbye and be positive when you say good bye
· remind your child of the time you will be back to collect them using a relevant routine e.g. after lunch, after story time etc. At first, you may stay a while to ensure your child feels secure, but once they have settled in, a short and reassuring goodbye encourages independence

At the end of the day

· Talk to your child about what happened at school

· your child might be overwhelmed and not remember everything that has happened during the day so instead of asking “How was your day?” or “What did you do today?” ask specific questions like “Which friends did you play with today” or “Which book did you read today?”

“Together, Parents and teachers can work to produce keen and motivated learners in this new environment.”

PARENT – TEACHER PARTNERSHIP
As parents you have been your child’s first teachers.  You have taught your child to walk, talk, to look after themselves and to become social beings.  This has been done by the most effective teaching method of all – by example, opportunities to practice and with a great deal of praise and encouragement. This school believes parents are their child’s first educators and it is our job to work with you.
PARENT PARTICIPATION

At Powlett River Primary School we greatly value the input and many talents of our parents.  We welcome assistance in our day to day programs as well as at special times, such as excursions.  As a valued member of our school community you are welcome to become involved in activities such as reading with children, typing children’s stories, assisting with the Perceptual Motor Program (PMP), cooking, helping out with language, music, art and maths. Almost anything!  A “How Can I Help?” list will be sent home early in the year.  Please feel free to come and join us!
The Fund Raising Group and School Council, (and its various Sub-Committees), provide other avenues for you to become involved in your child’s school.

All parents who help must have a Working with Children card. This is free for volunteers. An application form is available online. 


Susan Smith


Grade Prep 


Zoo Excursion
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